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Surgeon General Appoints Task Force; 
Group Asked To Recommend New Steps 


For Eradication of Syphilis 


A five-member task force, charged 
with making recommendations for a 
program to eradicate syphilis as a pub- 
lic health problem, has been appointed 
by the Public Health Service. 

The group held its first meeting 
en September 13 in New York City. 

Surgeon General Luther L. Terry 
appointed Leona Baumgartner, M.D., 
New York City Commissioner of 
Health, to head the task force. Other 
members include Arthur C. Curtis, 
M.D., Chairman of the Department of 
Dermatology, University of Michigan 
Hospital and a member of ASHA’s 
Board of Directors; Archie L. Gray, 
M.D., Secretary and Executive Officer, 
Mississippi State Board of Health; 
Benno E. Kuechle, Wassau, Wisconsin, 
retired insurance executive; and T. 
Lefoy Richman, projects co-ordinator, 
National Commission on Community 
Health Services. 

The creation of such a task force 
was recommended by the Surgeon 
General’s Public Advisory Committee 
on Venereal Disease Control last Jan- 
uary. The 1961 Annual Joint State- 
ment on Today’s Venereal Disease 
Control Problem, released in March 
of this year, urged acceptance of the 
Committee’s recommendations. The 
Joint Statement is prepared by the 
American Social Health Association, 
the American Venereal Disease Asso- 
ciation and the Association of State 
and Territorial Health Officers. 

The appointment of the group at 
this time was in answer to the House 
Appropriations Committee request that 
the Public Health Service develop rec- 
ommendations for a program to elimi- 
nate syphilis when appropriation hear- 
ings are held next year. Expressing 
concern over the resurgence of syphi- 
lis as a public health problem, the 
House Committee report said, ‘‘This is 


Arthur C. Curtis, M.D., Chairman, Dept. of 
of Dermatology, University of Michigan 
Hospital, and a member of ASHA’s Board 
ef Directors, will aid Surgeon General in 
developing a syphilis eradication program. 


a disease that ought to be eliminated 
in the United States. .. . It is ironic 
that more attention is paid to the con- 
trol of foot and mouth disease in cattle 
and vesicular exanthema in hogs than 
we do to venereal disease which is af- 
fecting so many of our young people.” 

In the background was the sharp 
upswing of reported cases of primary 
infectious syphilis over the past five 
years. Infectious syphilis cases reached 
19,000 in fiscal year 1961, a 50 percent 
jump from fiscal year 1960 and a 200 
percent jump from fiscal year 1957, 
when 6,251 cases were reported. Public 
Health Service reports indicate that 
the true incidence of syphilis may be 
high as 60,000 cases this year. 

The 1961 Annual Joint Statement 
recommended a $10 million Federal 
Appropriation for VD control, sched- 


(Continued on page 3) 


International Director 
Speaks At U.N. Meetings 


Speaking on agenda topics that re- 
flect a new trend in the programs of 
U.N. health and welfare agencies, Mrs. 
Josephine V. Tuller, Director, ASHA’s 
International Division, delivered of- 
ficial statements for the International 
Union Against the Venereal Diseases 
and Treponematoses before the U.N. 
Social Commission and the Exec- 
utive Board of the U.N. Children’s © 
Fund (UNICEF) early this summer. 

Mrs. Tuller, who represents the 
Union here as Assistant Secretary- 
General, said that topics she was 
asked to comment._on reflected a 
broadening of thinking and program 
planning among the three major health 
and welfare agencies of the U.N.— 
WHO, UNICEF and the Social Com- 
mission. This new emphasis involves 
social action to meet such world prob- 
lems as juvenile delinquency, venereal 
disease and prostitution. ‘The discus- 
sions at the meetings,’ Mrs. Tuller, 


said, “all exhibited concern for the °- 


present-day disruption of the family 
unit in both the developed and devel- 
oping countries.” 

Before the UNICEF Board, Mrs. 
Tuller’s statement dealt with the 
agenda topic, “Survey of the Needs of 
Children.” She urged: (1) surveys 
of sufficient breadth to include study 
of resources which might be used to 
promote family life education as re- 
lated to strengthening family rela- 
tionships; (2) expansion of social 
services to include teachert-tfaining 
and demonstration projects in this 
field; and (3) research in adolescent 
behavior. 

In addressing the Social Commis- 
sion, Mrs. Tuller urged that the Com- 
mission’s present program in suppres- 
sion of prostitution be strengthened, 
pointing out that rapidly changing 
world conditions are conducive to a 
rise in prostitution, particularly among 
uprooted youth. 

Both statements appear as official 
documents in the records of the U.N. 


I 
tag 
7 
. 
= 
iz 
' 
gen 
i 
on 


ASHA AND 
ARMED FORCES. 


An Editorial 


In 1917, ASHA was first “drafted” 
by the U. S. Army, Navy and Public 
Health Service to work, as only a 
voluntary agency can work, for the 
health and moral welfare of the 
Armed Forces. For then, as now, it 
was recognized that non-official agen- 
cies have an unique role to play 
in securing community support for 
official program aims. 

ASHA was,only three years old. It 
was, however, the sole national vol- 
uhtary group committed by its con- 
stitution to: “. . . acquire and diffuse 
knowledge of the established prin- 
ciples and practices and of any new 
methods .whi¢éh promote, or give as- 
surance of promoting, social health; 
advocate the highest standards of pub- 
lic and private morality; to suppress 
commercialized vice; organize the de- 
fense of the community by every 
available means, educational, sanitary, 
or legislative, against the diseases of 
vice; conduct on request inquiries into 
the present condition of prostitution 
and the venereal diseases in American 
towns and cities....” 

For forty-four years, ASHA has 
continued to maintain cooperative re- 
lationships with the |Armed Forces 
and the Public Health Service in both 
war and peace, increasing its staff 
activities, as necessary; to meet needs 
officially defined by :the Interdepart- 
mental Committee on VD Control and 
in corresponding Defense Department 
orders. 

The current international crisis 
which demands an increased and 
mobile military force, finds ASHA 
realy to a¢celerate the pace of its 
cooperative |services and to intensify 
them, as required. 

ASHA’s national and regional staffs 
have maintained consistently: .close 
working relationships with the Armed 
Forces. Qur investigative staff con- 
tinues to make studies of prostitution 
and related vice conditions and the 
Association makes its reports on these 
studies available to the Department 
of Defense, the Public Health Service 
and local community leaders. ASHA 
was partner to the earliest plans for 
development of Armed Forces char- 
acter guidance programs and is, today, 
contfhuing to contfibute to their ef- 
fectiveness in various ways. 

ASHA< is better prepared for what- 
ever tasks lie ahead than it was in 
1917 for we have almost half a century 
of experience to bring to new or in- 


_. . The Literature .. . 


Elizabeth S. Force, Associate Director of Education, ASHA 


Trends and Techniques in Parent 
Education: A Critical Review, by Aline 
B. Auerbach, examines the goals, shift- 
ing emphases, and effectiveness of dif- 
ferent methods of parent education. 

The 37-page pamphlet which is 
available from the Child Study Asso- 
ciation, 9 East 89th Street, New York 
28, N. Y., at 75 cents per copy, is the 
complete version of a paper prepared 
by Mrs. Auerbach for the 1960 White 
House Conference on Children and 
Youth. The author is Director of 
the Department of Parent Group Edu- 
cation at the Child Study Association. 

One of the major trends emphasized 
in the pamphlet is the importance of 
developing the parent’s awareness of 
his own attitudes and behavior. Par- 
ent educators no longer offer standard 
formulas and solutions but attempt to 
increase and guide the parent’s ability 
to make his own decisions, in terms 
of a better understanding of his unique 
family situation. 

Mrs. Auerbach has selected for dis- 
cussion three major parent education 
approaches: the mass media, group 
programs, and individual counseling. 
She raises many questions about the 
basic content of parent education, and 


creased responsibilities. The gains 
made in education; in development of 
public opinion and attitudes towards 
individual and family strength; and in 
behavioral research, are the bedrock 
of our on-going program. 

Moreover, our confidence in public 
support of our activities has been 
materially strengthened by the ac- 
ceptance of our budget in more than 
900 united funds and community 
chests. The Association is convinced 
that our support through united giv- 
ing can only increase as more and 


* more of our citizens realize the extent 


to which ASHA’s program reaches 
every community, and effects change, 
surely and steadily, in the entire na- 
tional and international scene. 
Times of tension are historically 
times of challenge to the American 
people and to the institutions which 
they have brought into being. Crisis 
is not new to us and cannot defeat the 
spirit of mutual help and cooperation 
which our way of life fosters and en- 
courages. Whatever jobs ASHA 
may have to undertake, they will be 
done, as always, with the support and 
help of countless community organi- 
zations and leaders in national and 
community life. 


examines the type of training re- 
quired for parent educators. 

Finally, although the pamphlet in- 
dicates the positive results of current 
parent education programs, it points 
to the critical need for research to 
help chart more effective approaches 
and techniques for parent education in 
the immediate future. 

Four chapters from an important 
study, entitled Television and the 
Child, have been reprinted in booklet 
form. The study, which was spon- 
sored by the Nuffield Foundation, ex- 
amines the effect of television on chil- 
dren. Children’s study habits and 
physical growth are among the areas 
investigated. Since the family has a 
stake in the TV habits of children, 
this report might be read with profit 
by parents and others who work with 
children. The booklet is available 
from the Television Information Office, 
666 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


POGO POSSUM 


A fresh point of view on tele- 
vision and the child is presented 
in POGO PRIMER FOR PAR- 
ENTS—TV DIVISION by Walt 
Kelly. 

Walt Kelly has done what 
tomes, treatises and civic tan- 
trums have failed to do—placed 
the child and a TV set together 
in proper perspective. Love, 
guidance, sharing, and communi- 
cation take on fresh and new 
meaning in Walt Kelly’s hands. 
Shall we have a copy in every 
home where there are children 
and a TV set? We hope so. 

The Pogo Primer can be ob- 
tained from the United States 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, Children’s Bureau, 
Washington 25, D.C. It is priced 
at 20 cents per copy. 
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WORKSHOP GROUPS IN SEVEN U. S. CITIES 
SEEK GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF FAMILY 


Mrs. Elizabeth S. Force, ASHA 
Family Life Consultant and Associate 
Director, Division of Education, par- 
ticipated in family life education 
workshops in seven cities during the 
summer, ranging in geographic loca- 
tion from the New England states to 
the Rockies. Everywhere, she encoun- 
tered an atmosphere of ‘profound 
seriousness among the workshop 
groups.” 

“All recognized,” Mrs. Force said, “‘a 
great need for more understanding and 
knowledge to help families, and es- 
pecially to help young people.” The 
workshops were attended mainly by 
teachers, public health and_ school 
nurses, and school administrators. At 
New Mexico State University, 958 
persons enrolled in Homemakers Col- 
lege. 

Mrs. Force described the general 
purposes of the teacher workshops as: 
sharpening the tools the teacher uses 
in the classroom; intensifying the 
teacher’s understanding of children 
and their families; and, for the teacher 
who teaches anything about families, 
helping them to teach it on a sounder 
basis. ‘‘My job,” Mrs. Force said, ‘“‘was 
made much easier because of the great 
effort put forth by the participants in 
the seven workshops. They wanted to 
enrich their backgrounds and to add 
to their knowledge and understanding 
of family life education.” 


New Mexico Homemakers 


At the Homemakers College held on 
the campus of New Mexico State Uni- 
versity, Las Cruces, New Mexico (June 
6 to 9) the general theme of Mrs. 
Force’s lecture was: The Adolescent— 
A Person, Not a Phase. Here the group 
was composed largely of full-time 
homemakers, women currently in- 
volved in the task of understanding 
and rearing their own families, In 
addition to serving as lecturer, Mrs. 
Force assisted the New Mexico State 
Home Economics Supervisor, Miss 
Catherine Dick, in revising the family 
life section of the new state curricu- 
lum guide. 

Following the Homemakers College 
Workshop, Mrs. Force participated in 
a workshop at St. Louis University 
entitled The Current Status of Guid- 
ance and Counseling and the Chang- 
ing World in Which We Live. The 
workshop, held June 12 to 16, devoted 
the morning sessions to the status of 
guidance and counseling and the after- 
noon sessions to the status of the fam- 


ily in a changing world. Mrs. Force 
spoke under the title, Future Levels 
of Living: Significance of the Physical 
Environment, a lecture which dealt 
with family life education problems 
associated with different income levels. 


Two Ohio Workshops 


Mrs. Force participated in two work- 
shops in Ohio. The first, held at the 
University of Cincinnati, was an Insti- 
tute in Family Life Education under 
the direction of Roy Dickerson, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Cincinnati Social 
Hygiene Society and ASHA Board 
Member. The general topic of discus- 
sion in the workshop was _ sexual 
aspects of human behavior. 


The second Ohio workshop, Kent 
State University Family Life Educa- 
tion Workshop, held July 24 to August 
4, was planned for teachers of health 
and physical education and _ public 
health nurses. The aim of the work- 
shop was to give background ‘for the 
development of school and community 
programs. Mrs. Force developed, in a 
series of three lectures, the following 
topics: Basic Philosophies in Family 
Life Education; Curriculum Approach 
in Family Life Education; and The 
Use of Materials in Family Life Edu- 
cation. 


Earlier in July, Mrs. Force acted as 
consultant and teacher at the Third 
Annual Workshop in Family Life Edu- 
cation at the University of Hartford, 
Hartford, Conn, The workshop was 
under the direction of Dr. Abraham E. 
Knepler, Chairman of the University’s 
Department of Sociology and Family 
Life. 

Also included in Mrs. Force’s sum- 
mer activities were workshops at the 
University of Utah, Logan, Utah, and 
a Family Living Workshop at Central 
Missouri State College, Warrensport, 
Missouri, which will be reported upon 
in the October issue of The News. 


TASK FORCE 


(Continued from page 1) 

uling $1.3 million of this appropriation 
“to initiate a program to eliminate 
syphilis as a public health hazard.” 
The Statement said that increased 
casefinding, increased private physi- 
cian co-operation, and special assist- 
ance to the education efforts of schools 
and voluntary agencies would be fac- 
tors in such a program, 


Ohio Schools Receive Aid 
For VD Education Program 


Schools in Ohio the last three years 
have received assistance in strengthen- 
ing venereal disease education through 
a special VD education project con- 
ducted by the Ohio, Department of 
Health. Funds to support this project 
were provided by the Venereal Disease 
Branch of the Public Health Service. 

Services available to schools through 
this project include: 1) in-service edu- 
cation for teachers, including a guide 
for developing VD education in the 
classroom; 2) a VD pamphlet designed 
for students; 3) the use pf the new 
film, “The Innocent Party’; and 4) as- 
sistance in gaining parental support 
for this type of education. ° 

As a result of this project, more than 
1,000 teachers in Ohio have received 
in-service education on methods of in- 
troducing venereal disease education 
in the classroom; over 70,000 pam- 
phlets for students have been distrib- 
uted to schools free of charge; and 
twenty-seven copies of ‘“‘The Innocent 
Party” are available for loan’ to 
schools. 

With teenage VD still, on the in- 
crease in Ohio, the services of this 
project will continue during the com- 
ing school year. 


That Dear Octopus 


That Dear Octopus, The Family, by 
David R. Mace, Ph.D., is still available 
from the American Social Health As- 
sociation at the low price of 25 cents 
per copy. 

It is a classic of its kind. Reading 
and discussion of this pamphlet is an 
emotional tonic for those who are con- 
cerned about the fact that the family 
is somewhat less than perfect. 

Quantity price. rates are: $2.50 a 
dozen; $20.00 per hundred. To obtain 
your copy or copies, kindly fill in the 
following order blank and send it to 
the American Social Health Associa- 
tion, 1790 Broadway, New York 19, 
x. 


Please send me copy (copies) 
of That Dear Octopus, The Family. 


I enclose 
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DR. ANTONIO CAMPOS SALAS WINS HONOR 


Donald A. Clarke (left), ASHA Far Western Regional Director, congratulates Dr. Antonio 
Campos Salas (right), Chief, National Anti-V.D. Campaign of Mexico, on receiving an 
Award of Merit from International Union Against the Venerecal Diseases and Treponematoses. 


Dr. Antonio Campos Salas, Chief of 


Mexico’s National Anti- VD Cam- 
paign, received an Award of Merit 
from the International Union Against 
the Venereal Diseases and Treponema- 
toses in recognition of his ‘“‘distin- 
guished achievement in promoting in- 


ternational cooperation in venereal 
disease control.’’ The award was pre- 
sented at the Annual Meeting of the 
United States-Mexico Border Public 
Health Association, early this summer, 
in San Diego, California. 

Theodore J. Bauer, M.D., Chief of 
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AWARD FROM IUVDT 


the Bureau of State Services, Public 
Health Service and a member of 
ASHA’s International Advisory Com- 
mittee, made the presentation at a 
plenary session on behalf of Bruce 
Webster, M.D., President of the Union. 

In his presentation speech, Dr. 
Bauer pointed out that Dr. Campos’ 
ability is reflected internationally in 
his work as Special Consultant to the 
Border Campaign of the Pan American 
Health Organization and as a member 
of the World Health Organization’s 
Expert Panel on Venereal Diseases 
and Treponematoses. Dr. Campos in 
his many publications has long recog- 
nized that if the venereal diseases are 
to be successfully controlled in any 
single country, control must be inter- 
national. He has devoted his energies 
to establishing this principle for nearly 
a quarter of a century. 


Recognition by the Union in the 
form of an Award of Merit was also 
based upon Dr. Campos’ implementa- 
tion of his belief that non-govern- 
mental organizations, both national 
and international, play an important 
role in creating public understanding 
and support of public health programs. 
Dr. Campos, for example, played a 
pioneer role in the establishment and 
development of the Union’s Mexican 
Branch. He currently serves the Mex- 
ican Branch of the Union as repre- 
sentative of the Ministry of Health. 
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